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Trinity Nursery School provides a rich and engaging learning environment, featuring two full-

Number of

pupils

time nursery classes and four spacious outdoor areas that facilitate a free-flow play style,
ensuring accessibility for all children to fully participate in the curriculum. The school fosters
a strong eco-conscious ethos, hosting an array of educational visits from organisations like
Wee Critters, The World of Owls, The Eco Bus, and Exploris, while also organizing trips to local
destinations such as the Walled Garden and The Ark Farm. Children actively engage in eco-
activities throughout the year, including the RSPB's Wild Challenge and hands-on planting
and harvesting experiences. The school has a history of successful projects, including Cash
for Clobber, Terracycle, Belfast Council's Christmas Toy Appeal, Elmer's Big Belfast Trail, and
involvement in the Extended Schools programme, Shared Education opportunities, and the
Getting Ready to Learn programme. Past initiatives include fundraising for outdoor learning
resources through Cash for Kids and the refurbishment of two outdoor areas. Community
involvement is a key aspect, with the school sourcing snack ingredients from local suppliers,
inviting local councils in to discuss water preservation and recycling, and family members to
participate in activities like ‘Mystery Reader’ and to fundraising nights. The school's
commitment to excellence has been recognised with an Outstanding ETI inspection in 2018,
as well as bronze and silver awards in the RSPB's Wild Challenge and recently, a School for

Nature award.



Topic Actions:

Biodiversity: As part of RSPB’s Wild
Challenge, we helped multiple species,
including local garden birds, hedgehogs
and minibeasts, through creating
homes or food. We enhanced
biodiversity in the school through many
planting opportunities, including

creating a new wildflower garden.

Waste: We continue to implement good
waste management practice into our
everyday practice and routines. This
includes using the correct bins for
various waste. Additionally, we recycle
batteries, old clothes and Terracycle
approved products. We teach the
children how to reuse recyclable items
to create something new, through our

junk art stations in the classrooms.

Outdoor Learning: This was a new and
exciting topic for us this year. We have
followed the journey from Autumn and
Spring and created and enhanced as
many learning opportunities as
possible in line with the seasons. We
had also been fundraising to enhance
our outdoor provision, which we have
now achieved. The children have
access to free flow play outdoors from

10am each day and four areas of play.

%W RSPB's Big School :i*
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We have been making bird feeders in the run up to
¢ taking part in the RSPB's Big School Birdwatch! We have

been learning how to take care of our hungry Trinity |
birds in the Winter time & have even learned the names
of a range of garden birds! <

We are learning how to
help the environment by

g recycling our food waste. 3
We put any food waste
from snack in the green

I food bin AND scrape our &
= plates independently after
| our dinner!

all landfill waste and
produces harmful
greenhouse gases

As an Eco School
we are doing all
we can to help to
y protect the world
we live in @

Learning about
Autumn

This week we have spotted plenty of
signs around the nursery that Autumn is
here.

From pumpkin picking, collecting leaves
for our hog house and finding ‘helicopter*
seeds, we are becoming experts!

If you get up to any Autumnal activities
at home, we'd love to hear about it! Send
us some pictures and you could be
featured on our Eco board 2~




Eco & Fundraising 24-25 @ 3%
91 people can see & respond to your messages

We collected leaves, flattened them in a heavy book. Put the leaf under a
paper, held the paper nice and tight so it didn't move. Then Gracie got crayons
and rubbed them over the top to watch the leaf rubbing appear.
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( Eco & Fundraising 24-25 {3
92 members
: +
Qo0 i1 @
Seen by 70 people

Jane Andrews | 08/04/2025 at 20:48
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We went to the Walled Garden today
and noticed the peas have started to

@ grow £ @

Sharing Good Practice Actions:

We have enjoyed being part of an Eco Cluster
group with two other nursery schools over the
past three years. This cluster meet and share
ideas regularly to further enhance our own actions
and provisions. We have been lucky to have
multiple press opportunities over the years,
recently including our Shared Education visit with
Bangor Integrated Nursery to plant at the Walled
Garden. The Mayor of Bangor even came to get a

photo with us!

As the school’s Eco coordinator, | keep our families
up to date on all things eco through a Seesaw chat
thread. In this thread | can inform parents about
initiatives running in the school, such as cash for
clobber collections, and encourage participation in
eco activities at home, such as taking partin
RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch. Families can also
share activity ideas and let us know what they get
up to outside of school. Recent updates and
achievements are also proudly displayed on our

Eco Schools board in the hall for all to see!

Additionally, we have a school Facebook page
where the general public can keep up to date on
our school eco activities. Finally, we are a
Terracycle drop off point for the local community
for the ‘Pladis’ recycling scheme and the ‘Air,
Home and Laundry’ recycling scheme. The school
can earn a small amount per kg of products sent
away and all money raised goes back into fund Eco

resources.



Monitoring and Evaluation:

In Trinity NS, we monitor our eco-
activity through simple, age-
appropriate methods. For waste, visual
checks and observations of children's
sorting habits with black, blue and food
bins. Biodiversity can be monitored by
documenting the variety of plants and
wildlife observed in the outdoor areas/
school garden, through ‘bug hunt’
checklists or RSPB wild challenge
activities, such as The Big School
Birdwatch. The annual environmental
reviews also help us to identify areas
for improvement regarding the
children’s knowledge, however | feel
these are designed for a slightly more
advanced age group, so we always
adapt them slightly for our nursery

aged children.

Our thorough action plans proudly
demonstrate the nursery's dedication
to fostering eco-habits in our young
learners, as well as evaluating every
action taken with the children’s age and
stage of developmentin mind. In
addition, we created a document which
links all our preschool curricular ‘skills’
to Eco-related activities. This
demonstrates clear links to learning
with a holistic approach that works

best for our young learners.

Arts*1: Enjoys participating in musical activities [E

Arts*2: Expresses emotion through movement § §

Arts*3: Express ideas through pics/ models B

Arts*4; Independently accesses materials &
Arts*5: Makes their own music/ contributes Jg (Arts*s
Arts*6: Play imaginatively alone or in a group )

Arts*7: Shows an awareness of beat & tempe L)

Arts*8: Use awide range of materials & resources g
Arts*9; Creates representational artwork (@

Lang*1: Follow instructions alone or in group [-]

Lang*2: Have a convo with adults/ peers

Lang*3: Expresses own ideas & feelings ﬁ




+# Dolly the tarantula
«» Neville the toad

2, Salazar the snake
.. Stuart the mouse

R = Wiggle the tenrec

w::reafed a
wildflower garden

ﬁt’ Gracie's Mama came in to
help us. First, we dug up
. the grass and made the soil 3
r, nice and fine. We sprinkled
% the seeds across alarge IS
!« areabeside our mud
kitche

We learned all about the
benefits of having a
wildflower garden and learned

& that we will have to give the

next 6 weeks while they
germinate.

 We were very excited that our ',
wildflowers would provide a
home and food to our Trinity
caterpillars that are arriving
after Easter, (once they have
turned into butterflies)! %W

Mentoring School:

We collaborate closely with Bangor Integrated Nursery
School to exchange ideas for improving our eco
provision and sharing age-appropriate activities. Over
the last three years we have met regularly and
enhanced both of our provisions in a range of ways.
This has included adding recycled items to both of our
outdoor resources, such as large spools and tyres, and
booking a wide range of visitors from one another’s

recommendations.

In 2023 Bangor Integrated Nursery school applied for
their first green flag. Trinity NS were able to guide them
through the application practice and help them
showcase all the wonderful qualities about their school.
After huge effort going into their green flag, Bangor
Integrated NS went on to win Eco School of the Year
2023. That year, Trinity NS were awarded their sixth

green flag award!

How our wildflower
j garden will help boost
biodiversity:

D= R N T .
Through the ‘Power Plants®
. project, we were gifted this
packet which will produce 23
species of native wildflowers.
Unfortunately, more than half
of plants in Ireland are
struggling and might even
disappear.. we want to help
prevent this!

All of these species will play
i1 a part in providing food and
.4 somewhere to live for a
wide range of insects,
including bees and
butterflies. We want to do

to be a nature-friendly
space!
. Did you know:

Over 75% of the world's crops rely on
pollinators like bees and butterflies.
Planting native wildflowers creates
‘pollinator pathways' that help insects to
travel, eat and stay healthy!

: ol s
Extra information for parents.




We built a hog house as part of RSPB’s wild
challenge.

| Anna from Water NI taught us -
how to save water t

where our

Y
we learned
water come

w it gets fi
he cleaned ¢

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is the country's
largest nature conservation charity. inspiring everyone to give nature a
home.

On our doorsteps are woods and farmlands, moors and marshes, cliffs
and mountains - including over 200 RSPB nature reserves. These places
are home to an astonishing array of precious but threatened birds and
other wildlife.

Every one of them needs a home if it is to survive. Research shows "
that around 957 of hedgehogs have disappeared since the 1950s. Nature
is in trouble.

How we can help:

¥ Feed a hedgehog to help it survive hibernation: Roll a piece of banana in
crushed cat biscuits (chicken, not fish or

meat-based) and put in a dish or a plastic tube (big enough to let a
hedgehog in but keep bigger animals out).

Leave it in your garden near a hedge. Leave out water too. Don't give
hedgehogs milk as it makes them sick.

¥ Make a hedgehog home for your garden to help hedgehogs survive
through the winter and spring. When it is cold and there isn't much food
about, hedgehogs slow down their heartbeat and try to find a warm, dry
place to go to sleep (hibernate).

Every effort counts towards

our Ecoschool efforts, so
4

make sure you take a photo
of any hedgehog activity and
send to us on Seesaw! @

We sent home information and encouraged for
families to help at home.

W ..

. Some facts we learned
¢ from our visit today...

A, The Queen bee ldys over
1,000 eggs a day in the hive!

7 The worker bees take on lots
of roles: guarding the hive,
gathering nectar, cleaning out
the cells for the Queen to lay
eggs. producing wax and

L4

s

repairing the hive!

A Nectar and pollen have
dif ferent nutritional roles: nectar
acts as a carbohydrate, providing
energy for the bees, whereas
pollen provides bees with vital
protein and fats >

Thank you again to Matthew's
grandad in YR for this wonderful
experience!
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Here's what we

learned:

& Owls eat mice

& Owis with yellow eyes come out in the day

& Owls with orange eyes comes out first thing
in the morning and first thing at night

(. ¥ Owls with dark eyes come out at night “
& They have soft dry fluffy feathers to help

them fly quietly

& Owils can't fly in the rain .
& An owl's ears are beside it's eyes

& When the feathers on their head are flat it
means they're frightened

& When the feathers on their head are standing
up it means they're interested

& When their head is dancing it means they've
heard something and are thinking

For more information on this Eco-Schools Ambassador School, see details below.

Trinity Nursery School

Eco-Coordinator: Kerry Gavin

Years involved in the Eco-Schools Programme: 7

Address: 2A Brunswick Road, Bangor, BT20 3DX

Phone: (028)91270355

Website: https://trinitynurseryschool.co.uk/

Email Address: kgavin636@c2ken.net






